SAFETY OF DOG TREATS

There is an ongoing issue with toxins in the dog treats that we feed our dogs.  Very much like the toxicity issues that have surfaced over the past couple of years in dog foods, pets are being harmed and dying from unsafe treats.  In the great majority of these cases, the treats have originated from China, Vietnam and other Asian countries.

The treat at the top of the list for causing this issue is chicken jerky treats—almost all of these come from Asia.

But the problem is not limited only to jerky—most of the treats available for our pets come from problem countries.

One very common medical issue traced to these treats is renal failure similar to Fanconi syndrome in humans.  This is caused by damage to the proximal tubules of the kidney.  Some of these pets also have liver involvement.  

To protect your pet from these issues, make sure that the treats that you feed originate in countries with reputable controls on food production.  Companies can be imaginative in hiding the foreign source for ingredients and manufacture—be equally imaginative in your research.

Some veterinarians are recommending using raw fruits and vegetables as treats for your pets—this is more likely to work with dogs than cats.  If you do so, avoid raisins, grapes and onions.
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